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ment at Angora. This is a most significant movement
from many points of view. It may tend toward a bring-
ing together of Moslems and Christians into one new
national ideal. Over fifty churches have already broken
off from the Patriarch at Constantinople. They have
pledged themselves to give up the teaching of Greek in
their schools and have at last reports closed their schools
and are sending their pupils to the government schools.
The government is contributing L. T. 2500 toward the
community expenses and the synod of the new Orthodox
church at Kaisarieh must submit a budget annually to
the Minister of Justice. All patriarchs are required to
be Turkish citizens and to have abstained from all "po-
litical activity." This last requirement is a rather exact-
ing one and yet it shows the part which the millet system
has played in the government of Turkey. By the Treaty
of Lausanne the Patriarch of the Greek Church is to be
allowed to remain in Constantinople. Recently Meletios,
the Greek Patriarch, was attacked by a crowd of Con-
stantinople ruffians (Greeks) possibly instigated by the
Turkish Government, and fled from Constantinople to
Mt. Athos. This would seem to point still further to the
desire of the nationalist government to divorce entirely
the church from the state and to leave no political power
in the hands of its religious communities as such.
The office of Sheikh-ul-Islam, theoretically the head of
the Moslem Church in Turkey and religious adviser of
the government, has been done away with by the new
government. Although the Sheikh-ul-Islam has for some
time really possessed no political power, yet according
to the Turkish Constitution Ms approval in regard to
form was necessary for the passage of laws. His posi-
tion has been taken in the nationalist government by the
Minister for Moslem Affairs, who resides at Angora.
This Minister for Moslem Affairs is a representative of
the Moslem Church in the government in the same way

